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PREFACE i 

4 

HE ſame honeſt Zeal which } 

| " firſt prompted me to preach and Be 

ly) publiſh theſe Diſcourſes, has 4 

Mt prevaild with me now again 1 

? o offer a new Edition of them 4 
St - to the Publick. As Have no | 


manner of Ambition to appear in print, I ea- 
ſily reſiſted for many years 4 Hh the moſt 

| preſſing Sollicitations of my Friends, who of- 
ten calld upon me for another Impreſſion ; 
but ſince his Majeſty has been pleas d to 
aſſure us that the Pretender's Agents are now 
again buſy in framing new Schemes to diſturb 
the publick Peace, and raiſe freſh Commotions 
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( iv ) 
amongſt us, I cou'd no longer contend with 
their Requeſt, but thought it then my Duty 
to exert my ſelf in the beſt manner I cou d, 
and to apply what Remedy I was able in my 
low Sphere, to prevent the miſthiefs that 


threaten us, and help to allay our popular 


Heats and Diſtempers. 


The firſt of theſe Sermons being preach'd on 
the Fifth of November, at a time-too when 
Pojery was beginning to lift up its head, it 
led me naturally to conſider ſome of the perni- 
cious Doctrines and Practices of the Church 
of Rome: This Eaquiry at laſt brought under 
my iiew, the chief Matters in diſpute between 
the Romaniſts and us; and as I have all along 
taben care to do fuſtie, to tler Cauſe, With. 
ont the leaſt falſe Colours or Mifrepreſenta- 
tions that I know bf, ſo I hope it will aj pear 
Thave given a fut and fair Solution to the 
Obſections they offer, ſuch as ths meaneſt Ca- 
pacity may und, and, yet without offending 
the taſte of ile Learncd. 


The Doctrine of an Indefeaſible Hereditary 


Right, or that the next in Blood muſt on no 


pretence whatever be ſet aſide, being a fatal 


Poyſon that has for many Tears been art- 


fully infusd into the Minds of the People 


to corrupt their Allegiance; I have endea- 
Vor d in the ſecond Part, to ſet this Mat- 
ter in ſo fair a Light, by ſhewing what lit- 

tle 


- 


* 


1 


tle ſupport it has from Scripture, Law, or 
Reaſon, from the Cuſtom and Uſage of our 


own, or any other Country, and how de- 


 ftruftive this Notion is, both to our Rel;i- 


gious and Civil Rights, that I may hope to 
convince the greateſt Patrons of this Doc- 
trine, of their dangerous miſtakes about it, 


that with equal and unbiaſsd Minds peruſe 
the Reaſons I offer. 


As this Doctrine has always been the 
great Engine whith our Adverſaries have 
employ'd to undermine our Conſtitution, if we 
are once ſo happy to diſarm them of this 
Weapon in which they ſo much triumph, Wwe 
may ſoon have the Pleaſure of ſeeing this 
only Contention reigning amonzſt us, who 
ſhall be moſt ones of our preſent happy 
Settlement; who moſt loyal and grateful to 
a Prince, who is next under God the great 
Guardian of our Rights, and who deſires no- 
thing more in return for the many Bleſſings 


he conveys, than that we expreſs a grateful 


Senſe of our own Happineſs, by living each 
of us quietly under our own Vine and under 
our Fig-tree, reaping the happy Fruits of his 
quiet and peaceful Reign, and contributing 
chearfully to the ſupport of his Government 
as the only firm Baſis of all our own Enjoy- 
ments. 
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I muſt now beg leave to acquaint the 
Reader, for the ſake of ſome Paſſages in the 
following Sheets, where mention is made of 
War and open Rebellion, that it was at the 
very height 3 the late Unnatural Rebellion 
that theſe Diſcourſes were deliver d from 
the Pulpit, at the very time that the Pre- 
tender was at the Head of an Army in Scot- 
land ; which may very well free me from 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of any private Views, 
that being a Seaſon which was not able I 
am ſure to flatter my hopes with any proſ- 
pet? of Advantage from ſuch an Underta- 
king ; the ſecond Part, which is chiefly le- 
velld at the Pretender's Title, and to an- 
ſewer the Arguments made uſe of in his fa- 
vour azainſt our preſent Verge: being 
N ow that very Day, which crown'd 
his Majeſty's. Arms with a double Succeſs 
againſt the Rebels at Dunblain and Preſton, 
when it was not poſſible here to know the 
Event. 


As the ſame ill Spirit which kindled 
thoſe Flames, begins again to revive, it 
may be ſome Apology for reviving theſe 
Diſcourſes, as a proper Antidote againſt 
thoſe two growing and reſtleſs Evils, Po- 
pery and Rebellion. 


And 
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And if I can be ſo happy by any endea- 
vours of mine to check thoſe miſthiefs, if 
T can be able to perſuade the Enemies of 
our Happy Conſtitution, that they are at 
the ſame time the greateſt Enemies to 


themſelves ; that they do in the moſt 


effettual manner ſerve their own Intereſt 
in helping to ſupport his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment and the Succeſſion in his Auguſt 
Houſe, which has already receiv'd the moſt 
ſignal Pledges of God's Bleſſmg in a nu- 
merous Iſſue equally Illuſtrious for Virtue and 
Birth; if I am able to convince them, that 
even upon Principles of Religion, as well 
as Intereſt, Honour, and Gratitude, they 
are oblig'd to the ſtricteſt Rules of Duty 
and Allegiance to our preſent Sovereign that 


fills the Throne, and if to this I have the 


Pleaſure of convincing any of their Errors, 
who have forſaken our Communion for that 


of Rome, and of ſtrengthning others againſt 


the Wiles and Impoſtures of our ſubtle Ad- 
verſaries; I ſhall then think my Hours 


very happily laid out in ſo uſeful a Service, 
1 ſhall heartily bleſs God for making me an 


Inſtrument in ſo glorious a Work, and ſhall 


look upon my Service to the Publick, and 
the Pleaſure of having done my Duty in 
a very difficult and dangerous Seaſon, as 


ſome ſatisfattion for all the Injuries I have 
j ſuffer'd 
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GALATIANS V. I. 
Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty 


wherewith Chriſt hath made us 


free, and be not entangled again 


with the Yoke of Bondage. 


H E Apoftle here diſſuades the Ga- 
W /atians from wearing the Yoke of 
Fewiſh Rites and Ceremonies, 
Fl EFY] attcr they were happily delivered 
from thc Preſſures of Paganiſm 


— 
— — 


nd Idolatry. 

It was a prevailing Opinion, it ſeems, both 
among many Jewiſb and Gentile Converts, 
That the Law of Moſes continued (till in 
force, and that Circumciſion muſt always re- 
main the Badge and Character of the Faithful : 
To this, the Apoſtle, with ſome Vehemence, 
replies, v. 2. That f they are Circumcis'd, 


_ Chriſt ſball profit them nothing. That by his 


B coming 
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coming into the World, all Typical Rites and 
Ceremonies are aboliſh'd, that he has purchaſed 
for Mankind 4 State of Freedom and Exemp- 
tion from thoſe burdenſome Injunctions of the 
Law, and exhorts them therefore carneſtly 70 
ſtand faſt in that Liberty whereuwath Chriſt 
hath made them free; and not ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be entangled again with the Toke of 
Bondage. 

Who does not at firſt View diſcern how ap- 
plicable this Doctrine of the Apoſtle is to our 
unhappy Times, that are endeavouring to 
bring upon our Necks a ſeverer Yoke than what 
St. Paul complains of; that I mcan, of Popiſh 
Superſtition and Tyranny, which neither we 
nor our Fathers were able to bear ; a Bondage 
inſupportable, whether we conſtder it with 
reſpect to this World, or another. 

The Tragedy which was intended to be acted 
on this Day, is a ſtanding Memorial of this 
Truth, of the Heatheniſh, or rather diabolical 
Tenets of that Church, which conſecrates Par- 
ricides, authorizes the moſt barbarous Cruel- 
ties, teaches Men to kill not ſingle Perſons 
only, but whole Communities; King, Prince, 
Biſhops, Nobles, our whole Senate being the 
Victims this Day deſtin'd to the voracious Fu- 
ry and Revenge of the Pope and his Conclave. 

Nor was this only the raſh Attempt of ſome 
intemperate Zealots, the Act of ſome Falſe 
Brethren, violating the Rules of that Church 
and Doctrine ; but the Reſult of much Thought, 
Time and Dcliberation, that had obtain'd 

Pope 


8 (3 
Pope Clements Benediction, with all the 
Direction and Aſſiſtance which Garnet his 
Agent here could give it, with daily Prayers 
and Maſſes for the Succeſs of that Helliſh En- 
terpriſe. EY, 

But how oppoſite is this Spirit and Genius 
of the Romziſh Religion to the Doctrine and 
Practice of the meck Lamb of God, whom no 
ill Treatment from the Samar thoſe o- 
pen and avowed Hereticks, « V9 to 
call down Fire from Heaven to iſe their 
Inſolence ; yet theſe Mock-Diſciples of his, 
who diſtinguiſh themſelves by the peculiar Ap- 
pellation of Zeſuzts, as if they were the moſt 
rigid Obſervers of his Law, project a Blow by 
their Gun-Powder-Treaſon-Plot, to the pureſt 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel ; a Blow, that might 
at once have made our whole Church and State 
a publick Sacrifice. 

F Can we cnough after this deteſt ſuch abomi- 

nable Doctrines, or keep at too great a di- 
ſtance, that Race of Men, or Monſters rather, 

that are for laying waſte God's Heritage, that 
like roaring Lions go about ſeeking whom they 
may devour £ No, let us bleſs God for our 
happy Redemption from that Slavery, Jtand - 
faſt in that Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free, and not entangle ourſelves again 
with that Toke of Bondage, that has ſo often 
gall'd the Necks of our Anceſtors. 

And this Liberty of ours, we ſhall, at this 
Time, with the greater Zeal and Earneſtneſs 
ſtand up for, if we conſider, that this I have 
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mention d, is not the firſt Inſtance of Popriſh 
Crucity, which might then perhaps in our 
good-natur'd Age to Rome be caſily forgiven 3 
but if we trace the Hiſtory of all Ages ever 


ſince the Papal Uſurpation, we ſhall find the 


Genius and Spirit ot that Religion ſtill the ſame 
where-cver it prevails, and Popes thundring 
out Anathema's and Excommunications, dart- 
ing tort ers of Curſes and Execrations 
againſt Fo their impious Decrees. 
Empcrors, ot thc Eaſt and Weſt, have of- 
ten felt the moſt furious Effects of Papal Ty- 
rauny aad Rage, in the Murders and Rebelli- 
ons they have caus'd thro' their Dominions, 
which thoſe who call themſelves St. Peter's 
Succeſſors, but arc too often Factors for Sa- 
tan, readily give to any Aggreſſor that will but 
ſwear to maintain all the impious Ulurpations 
of the moſt unholy Sce. 

Thus BonifaceV IL. excommunicated Philip 
King of France, and curs'd him and his Race to 
the fourth Generation, becauſe he would not 
ſuffer him to impoveriſh his Subjects, and to be 
always draining their Money to Rome; for no 
other Reaſon but this, he abſolves his Subjects 
from their Allegiance, and gives his Kingdom 
to the Emperor Albert. The tame Uſage the 
King of Arragon received from him, and all Ita- 
ly was kept in continual Flames of his kindling. 
Tocnlarge on Inſtances of this kind, of their de- 
poſing Emperors and Kings, engag ing Sons in 
the moſt unnatural Rebellion againſt their own 
Fathers, as well as Soyereigns, and of their 

in- 
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involving thoſe unhappy Nations, where Pope- 
7y prevails, in Blood and Deſtruction, would 
engage me in the Lives of the Popes for at leaft 
a thouſand Years; in which Time they have ex- 
ercis d the utmoſt Barbarities, and left in every 
Country in the Chriſtian World, the moſt diſ- 
mal Tokens of their Rage and Cruelty. 

If we conſult the Annals of our own Nation, 
we ſhall find them ſadly ſtain'd Mith the Blood 
of ſuch Martyrs which Popiſh 1. and Su- 
perſtition has ſpilt; not to look back to thoſe 
Times of Ignorance, when Popery bore the 
whole Sway in our Land, and made the Scep- 
ter bow to its moſt imperious Dictates. What 
perpetual Struggles had that Heroic Patroneſs 
of the Chriſtian Faith, the Great Eligabeth, 
with the NRomiſb Hydra, that Legion of cvil 
Spirits that were let looſe from Rome upon her? 
What Plots were contrived againſt her Succeſ- 
ſor? and I think it is too plain, that the Times 
of Anarchy and Confuſion that follow'd after 
his Reign, that laid our Church and Nation 
waſte, and made our Land an Aceldama, a Field 
and Shambles of Blood and Deſtruction, were 
in a great mcalure carried on by Jeſuitical 
Councils, and even Members of that Society, 
whoſe Names ſtand recorded for that infamous 
Practice of perſonating all Characters, the bct- 
ter to diſtract and divide our Nation, and therc- 
by make us the caſier Prey to their Deſigns. 

This was the Part the Jeſuits then acted in 
Maſquerade, but when the Vizard was off, and 
they were allowed to appear in their native 

Drcts 
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Dreſs and Colours, what did they not do to in- 
troduce their idolatrous Worſhip, and perni- 
cious Doctrines among us? To what precipi- 
tate Meaſures did their furious Bigotry and 
Zcal hurry that unhappy Prince King James, 
who, by their deſtructive Councils, trampled 
on our Laws, vacated our Charters, ſuſpended 
and impriſon d our Biſhops and Clergy, and by 
aſſuming a diſpenſing Power over all Laws, o- 
verturn'd of hole Conſtitution in Church 
and State at once, and left not the leaſt Re- 
mains of Property amongſt us. 

And when a ſtrange Turn of Providence mi- 
raculouſly reſcu'd our Nation from the Shackles 
and Vaſſalage of Popiſp Tyranny, what Plots, 
what Conlpiracics, what Aſlaſſinations were 
contriv'd and carricd on in the Reign of our 
Glorious Dcliverer, and upon their Miſcar- 
riage what a Succeſlion of artful Schemes have 
we been plagu'd with by thoſe Men ever ſince ? 
How have they baited our poor Church at laſt 
even with its own Members, and been ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful, as by the help of ſome of their magical 
Terms and Diſtinctions, to engage even Pro- 
teſtant Hands to deſtroy the Reformation, and 
Churchmen to batter and pull down the 
Church; and that for a Reaſon that will never 
find Credit from Poſterity, tho' the pre- 
ſent Age is ſo mad to believe it, I mean, a Pre- 
tence of preſerving it. 

From this ſhort Narrative of Popiſh Princi- 
ples and Practices, we may ealily diſcern what 
Would be our Fate, ſhould God in his juſt Diſ- 

plcature 
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pleaſure againſt us, for that National Perjury 
and Perfidiouſneſs that fo abounds, ſuffer again 
a Popiſh Prince to reign over us. What may 
we not fear from the Principles of a Bigot, 
ſharpen'd with Revenge, whoſe Nature, Whoſe 
Principles will chaſtiſe us with Scorpions, and 
make him rule us with a Rod of Iron? But !] 
hope our Provocations are not yet ſo ripe, as 
to provoke God to throw our Nation off, or 
ſuffer that worſt of Plagucs Popery to break 
in upon us, but that for the ſake of the few 
Righteous that are left, he will open the Eyes 
of a miſcrably deluded Nation, and make them 
at laſt diſcern their trueſt Intereſt, and ſuch 
Things as will make as well for thcir temporal, 
as their eternal Peace. 

But Popery, it ſeems, with ſome, has loſt 
all its former Sting, is grown more tame and 
gentle, more eaſy to be entreated, and with 
ſome ſlight Advances on our part, may be caſi- 
ly incorporated with our religion. 

But the Falſity of this will appear from my 
next Conſideration, which ſhall be to take a 
View of Popery, with relation to another 
World, as well as this, which will fully make 
out my Charge, of its being a moſt inſupport- 
able Toke of Bondage. 

And here let it be firſt obſery'd, That they 
have never yet receded in the Romiſh Church 
from any one Point or Article of Faith, from 
any one Doctrine or Opinion, that has been 
decreed in their Councils. The Trentine 
Creed, which is the Summary of their Doctrine, 

and 


(8) 

and enacted by the Authority of a Pope and Coun- 
cil, ſtands yet whole and uncorrected, which 
confirms all thoſe Abſurdities, Hereſies and I- 
dolatries, upon the account of which we firſt 
parted from them at the Reformation. By the 
ſame Arguments theretore by which we juſti- 
fied our Separation at firſt, we are able to main- 
tain it ſtill, ,becaute we cannot hold Commu- 
nion with them, without ſharing in their ido- 
latrous Worſhip, and maintaining ſuch Doc- 
trines as are perfectly deſtructive "of the true 
Faith of Chriſt and a holy Life, and ſuch as the 
Apoſtle calls The Doctrine of Devils, 1 Tim. 
4. 1. 

But the better to ſupport this general 
Charge, it may not be improper to deſcend to 
a few Particulars, the better to arm you againſt 
ſo vile a Religion, and grand Impoſture. 

The Firſt Inſtance I ſhall give you of their 
ſpiritual Tyranny, is of a kind which very 
nearly concerns you all, and that is, the deny- 
ing the People the free uſe of the Scriptures. 

Your Bibles, whenever Popery prevails, 
muſt all be burnt, and the Key of Knowledge 
kept from yon, that opens the Myſteries of 
Salvation, that lets in Beams of celeſtial Light 
upon the Soul, that refreſhes our drooping 
Spirits, and brings Relief to feſterd and de- 
ſponding Minds, that caſes our Doubts, and is a 
Storchoule of Spiritual Joy and Refreſhment, 
that relieves the Poor under the heavy Preſ- 
ſures of Hunger and Want, and refreſhes every 
thirſty Soul "with Streams of Comfort; 1 

| ſhort, 
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ſhort, that Holy Book, which is moſt full of 
Conſolation, Advice, Direction and Reproof, 
that is to be our Guide and Pilot to Eternal 
Life, that points out the way to Heaven, and 
warns us of the Rocks and dangerous Paths 
that lead to Perdition : This Book, this Holy 
Volume of ineſtimable Treaſure, muſt be ta- 
ken from you, and you left to grope your way 
in the uncertain Track of Doubts and Errors, 
under the inauſpicious Conduct of ſome falſe 
Director of your Conſcience, who will allow 
you only ſome mangled Parts of Scripture, 
ſuch as may ſerve only to keep you in Subjec- 
tion, and preſerve his Dominion over you. 

The Pretence I know for this Part of their 
Conduct, is, the Prevention of Here and 
Schiſm, which they wou'd make us believe is 
owing to the Ignorance of unskiltul Readers; 
whereas on the contrary, we know that moſt 
Errors have had their firſt Riſe from Men of 
Letters, and much Reading. But were it as 
they lay, why ſhou'd they pretend to be wiſer 
than our Saviour, who beſt knows our Frame 
and Conſtitution, the force of Prejudice and 
Error, who yet, notwithſtanding theſe Diſad- 
vantages, commands us 70 ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, John 5. 39. And the Bereans arc com- 
mended for their Study of them, and cxami- 
ning even the Truth of the Apoſtle's Doctrine 
by that Standard, Acts 17.11. So again we 
find Timothy exhorted by St. Paul to adhere 


to the Holy Scriptures, which from a Child 


he had learnt, 2 Tim. 3.15. 
+; be 
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The Fews we know were ſo intent upon 
theſe Religious Exerciſes, as not only to get 
the Scriptures by Heart, but many of them 
gain d ſuch an exact Skill by the conſtant Per- 
uſal of them, as to be able to tell the exact 
Number of Words and Letters in every Book 
of the Old Teſtament: To which Providential 
Care of thcirs, we do, in ſome meaſure, owe 
the Preſervation of thoſe Sacred Volumes en- 
tire from the Corruptions of After-Ages, and 
the Attempts of ſuch Fews who would have 
effacd ſome of the Teſtimonies which thoſe 
Books yicld us concerning our Saviour. 

Now what greater Objections lie againſt 
Chriſtians rcading the Goſpel, than the Fews 
were under, againſt Reading their Law ? yet 
that was never made a Pretence amongſt them 
for cloſing the Book, the better to prevent a- 
ny Hereſy or Schiſm. We may as well on the 


ſame ſcore forbid all Meat for fear of Sur- - 


feits which kill ſo many, as forbid the uſe of 
the Scriptures, becauſe ſome pervert them to 
their own Deſtruction. Nay, it is very re- 
markable, that tho St. Peter obſerves the A- 
buſe of Scripture to be one effect of corrupt 
and unſtable Minds; where ſpeaking of ſome 
things in St. Paul's Epiſtles, that were hard 
to be underſtood, and which they that are un- 
godly wreſt to their own Deſtruction; yet he 
never forbids the uſe of them on that ſcore, but 
on the contrary St. Paul orders even thoſe his 


hard Epiſtles to be publicly read to all the Bre- 
t hren, 1 Theſ. 5. 27. 


Here 
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Here then we ſce one groſs Impoſition of 
the Church of Rome, that dare enact things 
quite contrary to the Law of Chriſt, and ruin 
and damn Men too as far as ſhe is able, for 
not pronouncing her infallible in this Determi- 
nation, tho' ſo directly oppoſite to Scripture, 
Reaſon, and the Practice of all Antiquity. 
The true Reaſon no doubt, is, leſt the Frauds 
of their Church ſhould be expos d, and their 
Errors confuted by the Word of God; to pre- 
vent which, 'tis thcir Intereſt to keep their 
Followers in the thickeſt Darkneſs they are a- 


9 * ; 


24ly. Another Inſtance of the inſufferable 1 
Tyranny of that Church, is, the enjoining of 
Publick Prayers in a Language unknown to the 
People. 

And this alone is a moſt inſufferable Voke, ; 
and for which there is not the leaſt Warrant 4 
l or Reaſon to be offer'd : It is a Practice ſo = 
L contrary to that Edification which the Apoſtle 1 
recommends; ſo oppoſite to the grand Ends, 
and Reaſons of publick Devotion; and of our 
aſſembling together in the Houſe of God, | 
which is to offer up our joint Prayers and Prai- 
ſes 3 and ſo directly contrary to the expreſs 4 
Words of Scripture, that it is amazing to think, | 9 
that any who acknowledge the Scriptures to be 4 
the Word of God, dare ſet up a Rule and 
Standard of their own, ſo oppoſite to it. 

St. Paul, as if he had pointed dircaly at 
the preſent Corruptions of the Romzſh Church, 

| C 2 ſpends 


rr n 


(12) 


ſpends a whole Chapter in Confutation of ſo 
blind a Devotion; 1 Cor. 14. hen thou ſhalt 
bleſs, ſays he, with the Spirit, that is, give 
Thanks to God in a way not underſtood by 
others, how ſhall he that occupieth the 'room 
of the unlearned ; that is, the Man who only 
knows his Mother-Tongue, ſay Amen, or give 
his Aſſent at thy giving of . ſeeing he 
underſtands not wks t thou ſayeſt ; for as he ar- 
gues on this very Subject, zf 1 fone not the 
meaning of the Voice, I ſhall be to him that 
ſpeaketh a Barbarian, and he that Han 
as a Barbarian unto me. v. 11. 

Toſhew the Force of the Apoſtlc's reaſoning 
on this Head, I ſhould be obliged to recite the 
whole Chapter to you, which is a full Confu- 
tation of this abominable Practice of Praying 
in an unknown Tongue; yet in defiance of 
this expreſs Command, this Uſage is continu'd 
in the Church of Rome; and muſt be brought 
in amongſt us, if ever we arc ſo unhappy. to 

fall again under her Dominion. 


34ly, The Third Inſtance which I ſhall offer 
of Papal Tyranny, is that of Tranſusſtantia- 
tion, * a Doctrine which tcaches, that after 
the Conſccration, there remains no Bread nor 
Wine in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
and that the Subſtance of Bread and Wine is 


chang'd into the true Subſtance of the Body and 
Blood of 70 is Cn: 


3 


—— 


* V. Con. T. Can. 2, Bell. de Eu. U. Lid. 3 Co 18. 
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This is ſuch a Yoke ſure as never was laid 
upon human Underſtanding, before the Arri- 
val of Romiſh Antichriſt ; ſo barbarous and ab- 
ſurd a Propoſition is it, that it is Matter of great 
wonder that any Perſons in any Age could be 
found ſo Weak and Credulous, as ever to give 
it the leaſt Entertainment. | 
If this Doctrine is true, then all Evidence 
from Senſe muſt be rejected; we mult neither 
believe what we (ce, feel, or taſte; and if this 
way of Reaſoning be once allow'd, the whole 


Structure of our Chriſtian Faith falls at once. 


The beſt Proofs we have for the Truth of 
Chriſtianity itſelf, ariſe from the Evidence of 
Senſe ; from the Teſtimony of thoſe who were 
Witneſles of our Saviour's Miracles, and Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead; and our Saviour 
himſelf allow'd ſo great Weight to it, as know- 
ing it to be the beſt Proof of his Divine Miſ- 
ſion, that he allow'd St. Thomas to handle and 


feel him after his Reſurrection, that ſo upon 


the Report and Conviction of his own Senſes, 
he might without farther Suſpicion, be aſſur'd 


of the Reality of his Being and Preſence, and 


of the Truth and Certainty of his Reſurrection. 

But now, according to the Syſtem of Ro- 
miſh Divines, we mult {light the Advice and 
Informations of Senſe ; believe againſt the E- 
vidence of our Eyes, and pronounce a Wafer 
to be Fleſh and Blood, tho' we arc aſſur'd by 
moſt infallible Demonſtration, by that very 
Demonſtration which ſupports the Goſpel, that 


it is no ſuch thing, nor any thing like a human 


Body. By 


(14) 
By their Rules we muſt believe, that Chriſt 
held his whole Body in his Hand; that he gave 
his whole Body to be eaten, yet after that re- 
main'd whole and untouch'd, and that the 
Body of Chriſt is entirely in Heaven, and at the 
lame time, whereſocver the Prieſt pleaſes to 
make it, upon Earth. We muſt believe it 
whole in one Place, and broken in another ; 
in one Man's Hand, in another's Mouth, and 
the Belly of another, corrupting in one Place, 
yet pure and unmingled in another. 

We muſt believe from this Doctrine, that 
the Accidents of Bread ſubſiſt without their 
Subſtance; and the Subſtance of a human Bo- 
dy without its proper Accidents. In ſhort, to 
believe this, we muſt believe the greateſt Ab- 
ſurdities, and that the Prieſt has Power to 
make God when he pleaſes ; which is giving 
up our whole Reaſon and Underſtanding at 
once; our common Senſe and our Religion 
too, which can never be maintain'd together 
with this monſtrous Doctrine of Tranſub/tan- 
tiation. 

In Defence of this Doctrine, ſo big with Ab- 
ſurditics, they urge the Power of our Saviour 
to work Miracles, and that Nothing is im- 
poſſible with the Almighty. And this we rea- 
dily grant in all Caſes that imply no Contra- 
diction, as the Doctrine before us manifeſtly 
does; but even then we ſay, whenever Mira- 
cles are wrought, there is an Appeal to Senſe 
for the Truth of them, and our Senſes con- 
vince us of the Change, whenever they arc 
wrought. Thus 
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Thus when our Saviour chang'd the Water 
into Wine, the Gueſts quickly diſtinguiſh'd 


the Liquor by its noble Properties ; they ſaw 


and taſted, and felt it to be Wine. Without 
theſe Convictions he had never gain'd their 
Aſſent, by his telling then: only it was chang'd, 
or have made them pronounce the Water to 
be Wine, if the pure cold Element had ſtill 
remain'd in its firſt native State of Poverty and 
Meanneſs, without receiving thoſe Properties 
that belong to a nobler Juice. The ſame Pow- 
cr Chriſt, if he pleaſes, may ſtill exert, and by 
the leaſt Fiat or Act of his Will, convert a 


piece of Bread into a human Body, and of 


Stones raiſe up Children to Abraham ; but 
whenever he is plcas'd to exert his Power in 
this manner, 'twill be by actuating and in- 
forming the rude Parts of Matter, by raiſing 
the Bread to the Stature, Shape, and Propor- 
tion of a Man; and giving undoubted Proofs 
to the Eye of the new Mctamorphoſis. Now 
whenever this is done to the conſecrated Wa- 
fer which they adore, we ſhall then ſo far own 
a Miracle, and confeſs the mighty Hand and 
Power of God in the Change; but till then 
we muſt beg leave to employ our Senſes in 
confuting this damnable Error of Tram ſlib- 


ſtantiation ; which is chicfly now ſupported 


by Pride, and a Diſdain to retract an Opi— 
nion, which they were once ſo fooliſh to re- 
ccive from that mad, cxtravagant, vicious 
Pope, who firſt decreed it in the Lateran, 
and by an Act of his own, ſcarce ever thought 
of 


(16) 
of for a thouſand Years before, pronounced 
a Wafer God, and made it the Object of Ado- 
ration, thereby leading his deluded Followers 
into a moſt fatal Idolatry. 

Nor will it excuſe them, that they have the 
Letter of Scripture on their ſide, whereby they 
hope to diſguiſe their Idolatrous Worſhip; for 
if Bread be the real Body of Chriſt, becauſc 
he ſaid, This ig my Body; then by the ſame Ar- 
gument, thoſe Words which our Saviour uſes 
upon the very ſame Argument, muſt be taken 
literally, vis. This Cup is the New Teſtament 
in my Blood; and 1o there muſt be another 
ſubſtantial Change made, vg. of the Cup, and 
this not into Blood, but into a Teſtament in 
Blood. If it were poſſible to avoid this Im- 
propricty, yet by the Letter, the Cup at leaſt 
mult have been Tranſubſtantiated into Blood, 
and ſo ſwallow'd down by the Diſciples, as well 
as the Liquor in the Cup ; which mult be done, 
if the Words arc to be taken in the ſtrictly 
litcral Senſe and Meaning of them. But if this 
Meaning here is diſown'd, and a Figure muſt 
be admitted to make the Words intelligible 
and common Senſe, for the ſame Reaſon muſt 
the Bread be figuratively uſed, as a Sign and 
Token, as a Memorial and Remembrance of a 
Cruciticd Saviour. And that St. Paul, who is 
ccrtainly a much better Commentator than any 
Pope, took it in our Scnle, is plain from his 
calling it Bread no leis than four times after 
Conſecration; 1 Cor. 11. 44. 25, 26. 


Nor 
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Nor is it the leaſt Reflection at all upon the 
Scriptures, or ourſelves, that we are forced 
ſometimes to depart from the firſt and natural 
Senſe of the Words ; this is common and una- 
voidable in all Languages, and practiſed by all 
Interpreters. This the Papiſts themſelves too 
frequently do without the leaſt Occaſion, un- 
leſs to favour their own Innovations; but 
without ſome Libertics of this kind, noAuthors, 
Divine or Human, would bear a ſerious Peru- 
ſal. Without this freedom, we could never 
make Senſe of our Saviour's being ſometimes 
called a Rock, a Vine, a Door, which the Ro- 
maniſts, as well as ourſelves, own to be me- 


taphorical, yet very plain and intelligible, very 


juſt and proper Expreſlions ; ſuch caſy Meta- 
phors are ſo far from being obſcure, and to be 
diſallowed on that account, that they explain 


themſelves at firſt View, get immediate Acceſs 


to the Mind, and are indeed the very Beauties 
and Ornaments of Speech. Now if our Ene- 
mics themſelves admit thoſe for figurative Ex- 
preſſions, let them ſhew a good Reaſon, if 
they can, why they ſhould not be allowed at 
the Inſtitution of the laſt Supper, where there 
is, at leaſt, equal Occaſion for ſuch a Conſtruc- 
tion, as well for the Credit and Satety of our 
common Chriſtianity, as for the ſake of our 
common Senſe and Reaſoning, which are all 
overthrown by their wild Hypotheſis. 


4thly, Another Inſtance of Popiſh Tyranny 
and Bondage, which they would impoſe upon 
| us, 
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us, is their Doctrine of Purgatory, by which 
they have chalk'd out a way to Heaven not 
own'd by Chriſt, never pointed at by the 
Scriptures unleſs moſt horribly perverted, 
'Thcir Story of this Place is a meer Poctical Fic- 


tion, and Fabulous Narrative of their own 3 


tis a Place where they maintain impure Souls 
arc cleans'd from the Stains and Pollutions 
they contracted in this Life, where their im- 
perfect Faith and Repentance are ſupplied by 
Sufferings of their own, and where the Tor- 
ments they undergo, make up the Defects of 
Chriſt's Suffcrings for Mankind. 

What Diſhonour is here done to our Sa- 
viour's Merits? thro* whom alone, St. Peter 
aſſures us, we have Salvation, Acts 4. 12. 
And whoſe Blood, another Apoſtle tells us, 
cleanſes us from all Sin, 1 ow 1. 17. And 
what Miſchiefs attend this Doctrine, we may 
eaſily diſcern, that is calculated to the Luſts 
and vicious Inclinations of human Nature, 
that gives Encouragement to the vileſt Prac- 
tices of ill living, upon the Proſpect of at- 
toning in Purgatory, and thereby eſcaping the 
cternal Flames of Hell. 

The truth of it is, this is a moſt gainful 
Doctrine, and one of the beſt Perquiſites of 


the Romiſh Church, which has wonderfully 


enrich'd itſelf by the Help of thoſe Maſſes, 
which arc pretended to reſcue the tormented 
Souls in Purgatory from their Pains. It muſt 
be own'd indeed, that this Place, even as they 


deſcribe it, is full of Terror, the Pains of Pur- 


gatory 
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gatory being ſupposd equal in Degree, tho 
not in Duration, to the Pains of Hell; but all 
theſe frightful Figures are drawn only to en- 
rich their Church, and to cnlarge their Pow- 
er and Dominion over their deluded Flock, 
who arc all taught to believe, that by the 
Help of generous Offerings at their Deaths, 
they may purchaſe a very early Redemption 
from that Priſon, which only leaves the poor 
of that Communion in a moſt unhappy State, 
who, if the Doctrine of Purgatory prove 
true, may lie there, perhaps neglected, for ma- 
ny Ages, for want of Money to purchaſe their 
Freedom. | 

But let ſuch Perſons know, and be aſſur' d 
to their Comfort, that they may be rich in 
Grace, and Favourites of Heaven, tho' poor 
and neglected in this Life; that God will own 
them for his own, and reward their pious and 
ſubmiſſive Lives with a Place in Abrahams 
Boſom, as ſoon as they depart this Life; while 
it is to be very much feared, that the rich Vo- 
tarics of that Communion, who madly de- 
pend on the Sacrifice of the Maſs, to the neg- 
lect of virtuous and holy Living, ſhall be 
doom'd to ſpend a miſcrable Eternity, With- 
out the Benefit of one Drop of Hater, in re- 
turn for the moſt liberal Offerings they left be- 
hind, to redeem their Souls with. 

Their Image- Worſbis muſt not here be 
palſs'd over, as a molt groſs Idolatry and Impo- 
ſition; tho' they cover it amongſt Proteſtants 
with the ſpecious Pretence of kindling Devo- 

| L723 tion, 
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tion, nd inſtructing the Ignorant that way; 
when is plain, that the People not only fall 
down, and pay the Images a religious Wor- 
ſhip, but they are directed to do ſo by the 
Decrees of * two Councils, which expreſly 
order them to be worſhip'd ; nor will the 
Diſtinction of material and formal Idolatry, 
or carrying their Views, and determining 
their Worſhip finally thro' this Medium on 
the only true God, leſſen their Crime, this be- 
ing the very Apology which the Heathens 
themſelves formerly uſed, yet the Scriptures 
reject ſuch Diſtinctions, and loudly exclaim 
againſt this impious Practice: Exod. 20. 5. 
„. 

Their Prayers to Saints and Angels, are 
no leſs criminal than ridiculous, which is pla- 
cing them in the room of the Almighty, by 
aſcribing an Immenſity and Omniſcience to 
created Beings, and depretiating the Merits of 
our Saviour, by making them Coadjutors and 
joint Interceſſors with him, and inveſting them 
likewiſe with an Omnipotency able to reſcue 
them from all their Straits, which is only pro- 
per to the true God. 

Having thus ſeen from ſeveral remarkable 
Inſtances, how the Church of Rome departs 
from the Doctrine of Chriſt, and his holy In- 
ſtitutions, which I could equally demonſtrate 
in many other Inſtances, (would my Time al- 
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low me) give me leave here to make a ſhort 
Stand, and expoſtulate ſeriouſly with you on 
this Occaſion. 

Are there any of you grown ſo cold and 
indiffcrent to the Word of God, as to part 
with it for Legends and Traditions? Are you 
weary of having Chriſt and his Apoſtles for 
your Guides, or will you give them up for the 
Inventions of Men and Doctrine of Devils, as 
St. Paul calls ſome of the Popiſh Devices? 
Are you deſirous to pray with the Underſtand- 
ing, to have your Devotion inflam'd with di- 
vine and heavenly Light, and your Spirits and 
Affections to go along with your Lips? Are 
you willing to join in the Prayers and Praiſes 
of the whole Congregation, and to know 
what it 1s your Teachers offer in your Names 
to Chriſt? Do you from your Souls hate Ido- 
latry, and are deſirous to worſhip the one and 
only true God of Heayen and Earth? Or, 
can you bear to have a God made of a Piece of 
Bread, and then to fall down and wor'h:- i: 


» 


and call it your Redeemer ?. It yorr dals 
abhor ſuch Doctrines and ProQices, then Hep 


at the greateſt diſtance from that falſe idola- 
trous Church of Rome, which impotos all 
theſe wicked abominable Rites which God ha- 
teth, which will put your Souls upon the moſt 
dangerous Precipice, and render your Salva- 
tion (that have ſuch Light, ſo great Advanta- 


ges of Inſtruction as we enjoy) next to impoſ- 


ſible, if not altogether fo ; for as there is no 
ordinary Salvation to be expected out of the 
Boſom 
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Boſom of the Chriſtian Church, and Idolatry 
ſcems, on all ſides, allow'd to deſtroy the yery 
Eſſence and Being of a Church, it may be ve- 
ry much doubted upon this ſcore, whether the 
Church of Rome be really a Part of the Chri- 
ſtian Church or not, having deſtroy d the Fun- 
damentals of Catholick Communion by her 
groſs Witchcraft and Idolatry ; and if fo, that 
ſhe is no Member of the Catholick Church, 
their Happineſs may be very much ſuſpected, 
who have no better Title to it than from a Mem- 
berſhip in her Communion, whole groſs Errors 
and moſt infamous Practices they ſo plainly ſee, 
or may clcarly diſcern if they pleaſe, by the 
Advantage they enjoy of free Enquiries and Ex- 
aminations among us. I muſt profeſs, on this 
Occaſion, 1 have on my part a moſt extenſive 
Charity to thoſe who know no better, who by 
the Severity of their National Laws, are de- 
ny'd the free Uſe of the Scriptures, of ſober 
Enquiry and Debates, and have been all along 
educated in the Obſcurities of Popiſh Superſti- 
tion, without the Benefit of better Light; in 
this Caſe, the Apoſtle's Rule ſcems applicable 
in their favour, that they that have no Law, 
are a Law unto themſelves; but as for thoſe 
who know their Maſter's Mill, or may do ſo, 
which is the Caſe of all amongſt us, zf ſuch 
fall away, there is too great rcaſon to fear, 
that they ſhall be beaten with many Stripes. 

And is it ſo, that wc can't hold Commu- 
nion with this idolatrous Church, but at our 
utmoſt Peril, what a Madneſs is it to court ſuch 


Slavery, 
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Slavery, and by our inteſtine Broils, and moſt un- 
natural Rebellion againſt a moſt gracious Prince, 
our preſent Sovereign King GEORGE, 
to invite ſuch Plagues amongſt us? Did ever 
ſuch a Frenzy, ſo delirious a Diſtemper rage in 
this manner before, to hope to have a Body of 
Proteſtants nouriſh'd by a Popiſh Head, that 
has been ſo long irritated by them? Can we 
be ſo mad to imagine, that the Papiſts, who 
are now in Arms, take them up, and at the 
hazard of their Lives and Fortunes, only for 
the ſake of our Church, to reſtore that to 
more Dignity and Luſtre, which they would 
be glad to ſce worried, and which of all Per- 
ſuaſions in the World they moſt abominate, 
as their moſt formidable Encmy, and greateſt 
Bulwark againſt their Uſurpations. 

If we allow ourſelves to conſider things im- 
partially, what can we expect, ſhould the 
Arms of the Pretender proſper, but the worſt 
Effects of that Religion I have ſet before you, 
and which he would not fail to introduce a- 
mongſt us? Nor will the moſt ſolemn Pro- 
miſes he can make to the contrary, be the 
leaſt Security to us againſt theſe Miſchiefs; 
the Holy Father will quickly abſolve him 
from the Obligation of ſuch Oaths, as he 
thinks prejudicial to the Sec of Rome. The 
Council of Conſtance, the Validity of whoſe 
Canons makes a Part of the Popiſh Creed, has 
already determin'd, That no Faith is to be 
kept with Hereticks, and this no doubt our 
Pretender has already learnt, who will think 


it 
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it a Mark of ſuperlative Obedience, and high- 
ly meritorious, to reſign his own Judgment 
and Conſcicnce to the Dictates of one whom 
he accounts infallible ? From whence then do 
we dcrive theſe vain ſanguine Hopes of ten- 
der Uſage from him? If he's a true Papiſt, 
(and we muſt do him the Juſtice to own, he 
docs not ſo much as pretend the contrary for 
the ſake of a Crown) he is oblig'd by Prin- 
ciple, nay, upon pain of Damnation, to do 
all he can to extirpate Hereſy; ſo that tho 
he ſhould ſwear or promiſe never ſo fair, it 
will be unreaſonable to expect he ſhould give 
up Salvation and Heaven in compliment to 
us, or for the ſake of Oaths and Promiſes 
extorted from him in Times of Diſtreſs. 

Muſt our Ruin then commence from his 
Acceſſion ? And ſhall any among us be ſo 
crucl to invite him in, that would put theſe 
Fetters on and undo us? Is this the Part of 
Proteſtants, with our own Hands to deſtroy 
the Reformation, or the Character of Church- 
men to ſet the Church on fire. Tell it not 
in Gath, publiſh it not in the Street of Aske- 
lon, that our Church is moſt in danger from 
the Hands of her own Children, leſt the 
Enemies of our Church and Country rejoice 
and triumph over the Folly of ſuch deluded 
Members, who were ſo weak to expect Ad- 
vantage to their Church, from ſuch who were 
always profeſsd Enemies and Perſecutors of 
it. Of ſuch unworthy Members of our Com- 


munion, (tho chey are ſo bold to arrogate 
"the 
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the higheſt Titles of Churchmanſhip to them? 
ſelves) we can only ſay with the * Apoſtles, 
that they went out from us, bit they were 
not of us, but falſe Brethren, abuſing th 
Doctrines of our Saviour; for F they bad 
been of us, conſpiring with the true Sons of 
the Church, for the Support of the Doctrines 
and Truths of the Goſpel, they would no 
doubt have continued with us in the ſame 
Doctrines of Loyalty, Peaccableneſs and Sub- 
miſſion: ut they went out from us, that 
they might be made manifeſt that they were 
not of us, or Sons of the Church at all; not- 
withſtanding all their mighty Boaſt and Pro- 
feſſion of a higher and more refin'd Church- 
manſhip. Let none of us then any longer 
be carried away with the Deluſion of theſe 
Men, or ſuffer our Church and Country to 
fall Victims to the Folly of ſome wio call 
themſelves the Patriots of both, whilſt they 
are betraying them, or to the Pride, Ambition; 
and Revenge of a few deſigning and diſap- 

ointed Courtiers, whoſe boy and Re- 
bellion againſt their lawful Sovereign ſhou'd 
warm us with juſt Reſentments againſt all 
ſuch Betrayers of our Peace, let them aſſumes 
what Names they will, and render them as 
odious in out Eyes, as no doubt they are in 
the Eſteem of God. Fot what is more plain, 
than that the Heads and Chiefs of the pre- 
ſeat Rebellion, are a lad Ferjur 'd Rice of 
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Men, ſpirited only by Ambition and Revenge; 


not any Senſe of 'Loyalty to the Impoſtor 
whom they call their King, againſt whom 
they wou'd as readily bear Arms again, ſhou'd 
any new Diſappointment under him enrage 
them. 

But ſhall we bear to be the Tools to this 
deſpicable Faction, to be the Inſtruments on- 
ly of diſcontented Traytors, to do the vile 
Drudgeries of their Pride and Avarice, or 
bear to have the Name of Holy Church adorn 
the Standard of the moſt Nefarious Rebels ? 
No, let us rather do all we can to reſcuc the 
Name and Reputation of our Church, from 
the Scandal and Reproach which our late un- 
worthy Members have thrown upon it ; let 
us exert ourſelves like Men, like Free- born 
Engliſhmen, and like Chriſtians, and help to 
ſupport the Cauſe of Church and State, by 
all imaginable Inſtances of Fidelity and Zeal 
toKing GEORGE, whom both the Laws 
of God and our Country have ſect over us. 

As for the Notion of Indefeazible Heredi- 
tary Right, which the Patrons of this Doc- 
trine maintain, precludes all thoſe who are 
not next in Blood; it is ſo abſurd and ridi- 
culous, ſo barbarous and crue}, ſo contrary 
to the Practice of God in Holy Writ, who 
was very far from paying that Regard to Pri- 
mogeniture which they pretend, fo oppoſite 
to the Practice and receivd Cuſtoms of all 
Nations, both our own and others, that no- 
Wing but the Effrontery and Aſſurance which 
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attends the perjur'd Cauſe they now eſpouſe, 
could ever aſſert ſach monſtrous Poſitions. 

The Time will not allow me now to give 
particular Proofs of theſe Things, which I in- 
tend to handle more largely in my next Diſ- 
courſe on this Subject; wherein I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſet this Matter in a fair Light, and 
to aſſert the Title of our preſent Sovereign 
beyond all Oppoſition, tho' we ſhould ſup- 
poſe the Legitimacy of the Pretender, which 
yet will be very hard, if not impoſſible, fair- 
ly to make our. | 

In the mean time, I wauld adviſe thoſe, 
who are ſuch ſtrenuous Aſſertors of the late 
Queen's Title, notwithſtanding the ſuppos'd 
Legitimacy of the Pretender's Birth, that the 
Title of our preſent Sovereign upon that Sup- 
poſal is grounded upon as good a bottom as 
Her's; and if in their opinion She was no 
Uſurper, and they thought it damnable to re- 


ſiſt her Government, what muſt it be to fly 


in the Face of Him who now fills the 
Throne, whoſe Eſtabliſhment is equal to Her's? 
and this to be done by Men whoſe Charac- 


teriſtick for many Years was Paſſtve-Obedience 


and Non-Reſiſtance, even to the worſt of 
Kings, ſhou'd ſuch a one happen to reign o- 
ver them. 

How will Poſterity ſtand amaz'd to have 
this Tragedy on our Nation acted by ſuch 
kind of Men, by Men who had farther bound 
themſelyes up by repcated Oaths, by ſolemn, 
frequent and' deliberate Abjurations for many 

E 2 Years 
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Years together, to oppoſe the Pretender and 
maintain the Proteſtant Succeſſion, as it is 


now <cſtabliſh'd; by Men too that had height- 
ned their Obligations to this Duty by many 
Sacramental Engagements at Chriſt's Altar, 
the better to ſecure us againſt the return of 
Popery, and to confirm the Succeſſion ; how, 
I oy, will it aſtoniſh After-Ages, to find that 
theſe very Men ſhou'd be the firſt that drew 
their Swords againſt their Sovereign, whom 
they had ſolemnly ſworn to Support and De- 
fend, and in Defence of that very Perſon whom 
they had often moſt ſolemnly abjur'd ; in De- 
fence, I ſay, of one, of whom they had often 
declard upon Oath in a moſt publick and ſo- 
lemn Manner, to be fully perſuaded that he 
had n manner of Right or Title whatſoever 
to the Crown 0 theſe Realms ! © 

It will be ſtill more aſtoniſhing to find 
all this a&ed by them, in favour of one of a 
moſt ſanguinary Religion and Tyrannical Prin- 
ciples, againſt a Prince made up of Gentleneſs 

and Mercy, and of their own Communion 
one that never in the leaſt violated our Laws, 
nor attempted the Rights of any of his Sub- 
jets, to provoke them to ſuch uſage, that 
they ſhould act againſt the apparent Intereſt 
of their own Country, and of their Religi- 
on, (if ſuch Incendiaries can be ſuppos d to 
have any) and againſt thoſe many poſitive 
Precepts of Obedience, which the Scriptures 
enjoin to thoſe who Rule over us. And here 
on this laſt Argument I cant but obeſcrve, 


That 
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That befote we break thro' ſuch plain Apo- 
ſtolical Injunctions of Obedience to our e- 
ſtabliſh'd Rulers, we ought to be fully aſſur d 
of a very fair Title on the other fide, I wont 
fay to juſtify, but even to palliate the Slaugh- 
ters, the Waſtes and Depredations, the Ruin 
and Deſtruction that attend a Civil War. And 
as it is utterly impoſſible for the Wit of 

Man to produce ſuch a Title at this time, 
as will be able to excuſe ſuch a Rebellion, 
ſo it is to be fear d, beſides the Debt which 
the Authors of it owe to human Juſtice, it 
will be next to impoſſible for them to eſcape 
the ſevere Vengeance of God in another World, 
ſince the Powers that be, are ordain d of God, 


and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation; Rom. 13. 2. 


Let us therefore on our part withdraw from 
the Fellowſhip of ſuch Incendiaries, and not 
come into the Aſſemblies of ſuch wicked 
and turbulent Spirits, Let us endeavour to 
render God propitious to our Land, by an 
humble Confeſſion of our Sins, and the cry- 
ing Sins of our Nation, which have drawn 
down this heavy Judgement of Rebellion 
upon us. Let us tor the ſake of our Faith 
and Country, our Souls and Bodies, Wives 
and Children, our Liberties and Eſtates, do 
all we can to ſupport the Throne of the 
Lord's Anointed. Let us manfully cxert 
our ſelves in his Cauſe, and join our carneſt 
Prayers, that the Lord of Hoſts would go 
forth and tight his Battles, and give ſuch 
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weep Succeſs to his Arms, that the Slui 
we may bec lood may ſoon be ſtop'd pom 
God deli ee again a happy People Ti 
"oY 2 ights to honour, and uk 2 
ve and Peace together to h Lis 


end. 


GAL A- 


GALATIANS V. I. 


Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us 


free, and be not entangled again 
with the Toke of Bondage. 


. Ä — — 


Did in my laſt Diſcourſe on theſe 
Words, draw a Parallel between 
the 7etwiſh Rites, which St. Paul 
cautions the Galatians againſt, 
and Popiſh Superſtition ; and 
by ſeveral Doctrines, Practices, 
and Poſitions of the Romiſbh Church, prov'd 
it to be as deſtructive to the Chriſtian Faith, 
as the other; and a Toke of Bondage cqually 
intolerable, and injurious to our Spiritual 
Rights, as well as far more grievous and de- 
ſtructive to our Temporal. 
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I ſhall now in the farther Proſecution f 
this Subject, which is ſo highly neceſſary ar 
this time, when Popery is endeavouring to 
break in upon us by open Rebellion; and Forec 
of Arms; | 


I: Proceed to ſome farther Inſtances of 
Romiſh Tyranny and Uſurpation, with 
which they long to intangle us, which 
may at once give you an Abhorrence of 
their abominable Dottrines, and a guſt 
Value for the Doctrine of our Church, 
which is ſo nuch threatned by them; 
even that Faith which was once deli- 
yercd to the Saints. wn 

II. I ſhall conſider the Pretences that are 
urg'd for expoſing us to theſe Hazards, 
to this Toke of Bondage, 2 whence 
we have been ſo happily releas d; which 
will lead me naturally in the next place, 

| III. To juſtify the Title of our preſent So- 

| vereign who fills the Throne, by ſhew- 
| ing the Weakneſs and Abſurdity of that 
other Title of indefeazible hereditary 

Right, which is ſet up againſt him, in 

excuſe for the Conduct of thoſe who ex- 

poſe us to our preſent Danger. 


Firſt, 1 am to give you ſome farther In- 
| ſtances of Popiſh Tyranny and Uſurpation, 
| with which they would intangle us. | 
| And here I might take fair occaſion to ex- 
| poſe their abominable Practice, in 2 
| | dne 
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the Laity of the Cup in the Sacrament, which 
is expreſly againſt our Saviovr's Iuſtitution; 
their ſcandalous Sale of and Market for Indul- 


gences, by which Men are taught to ſin with 


out fear, and to neglect a Holy Lite ; their 
auricular Confeſſion, which is meerly politi- 
cal, and a cunning Strata em of their Church, 
to reach the Secrets of private Perſons ard 
States, and their Doctrine about the Intention 
of the Prieſt, which deprives the People of 
all Comfort in their Worſhip and Sacraments, 


the Validity of all Offices being made to de- 
pend on his Intention, which as the People 


can never be aſlurd of, ſo neither can they 
be ſure of receiving the Benefits that flow 
from ſuch Ordinances, or be certain, whether 
the Pricſt does not ſecretly curſe inſtead of 
"bleſſing them; the Validity of every thing a- 
ag them being made to depend on his 
Intention, not the Mind or Devotion of the 
Receiver. 

It were endleſs to enumerate all the vile 
Doctrincs of that Church, each of which, to 
expoſe in its proper Dreſs and miſchievous 


Conſequences, might well challenge a ſepa- 
rate Diſcourſe by itſelf. | 


Bur I ſhall decline any further Enlargements 
on theſe Heads, and chuſe rather to conſiler 
their boaſted Doctrine of the Pope's Supre- 
macy, by virtue of which it is they aſſume 
this mighty Power and Dominion over all 
Countries, and impoſe all their falſe Wares 


and vile Doctrines upon them. 
F This 


(. 

This Pretence of theirs I ſhall apply myſelf 
more diſtinctly to examine, as being the Foun- 
dation on which the whole Structure of mo- 
dern Rome is built. 

The great Pretence of the Popes, is, that 
Rome is the Mother-Church, and Center of 
Unity to all other Churches, as having been 
the Sce of St. Peter, who was Head ot the 
Church; and that they, who are his Succeſſors 
in that Sce, inherit ail thote Vutucs, Preroga- 
tives and Powers, which v ere beſtow'd upon 
that Apoſtle by our Saviour in this Commiſ- 
ſion, Feed my Sheep; and in thoſe remarkable 

Vords, which we find recorded, Mat. 16. 18, 
19. Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock J 
Ti build my Church, and the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt it, and I nt 
unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of few 
ven, and what 7 thou ſhalt Zind on Earth 
ſhall be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever 
then ſbalt looſe on Earth, ſhoe be looſed in 
Heaven. 

By virtue of this Grant to St. Peter, the 
Fathers at {ome pretend on the ſcore of Suc- 
ceſſion, to inherit all thoſe Powers and Pri- 
vilcges which were beſtow'd upon that A- 
poſ ie; that conſequently the Keys of Hea en 
ard in tucir diſpoſal, and that tliey can admit, 
or {hut out at picature. Upon this Authority 
they ground their Indulgences, the Treaſure 
and Merits of the Church being all in their 


keeping, to diſtribute to every one as they 
ſhall think fit 


To 
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To this I ſhall give a diſtin Anſwer, which 
will fully confute all the Pretenſions of the 
See of Rome, and let us {ce how unreaſon- 
able and tyrannical it is to impoſe the Vaſſa- 
lage of ſuch Opinions on us, and ſhackle our 
Underſtandings with theſe Ferters of Ablurdi- 
ties and Falſhoods 

And here let it be firſt alas, that the 
ſame Power and Commiſſion which was given 
to 5t. Peter, was cqually given to all the A- 
poſiles after Chriſt's ReiurreEion, Foh. 20. 
22, 23, where the Power of binding aud 
looſing, which was only before promis'd to 
St. Peter, is hcrc cqually given to al! the A- 
poſtles, who have all the tame Power given 
them of remitting and retaining Sins; trom 
whence it follows, that every 1 being a 
Succeſſor in the Apottolical Office, has as much 
Ri»hr to all thoſe Privileges as the Biſhop of 
Rome has, ſuppoſing him to be the Succeſſor 
of St. Peter in that Sec. Bur, 

2d4ly, This is 10 far from being . 
ly true, that it is very much to be que ſuon d, 
whether St. Peter was cver Biſhop of Rome, 
or indeed whether he ever was at Nome at 
all: Now it 5t. Peter ncver was Biſhop of 
Rome, it conſequently follows, tuat the Pope's 
Supremacy, which is grounded only upon his 
Succeſſion to that Apoltle, muſt be all a Fal- 
ſity and groſs Uſurpation. 

It is certain, that St. Peter's Commiſſion was 
to be an Apoſtle of the Circumciſion amongſt 
the Jes, and St. Pauls of the Uncircumciſion 

F 2 amongſt 
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amoneſt the Gentiles, Gal. 2.7. And it is very 
remarkable to this purpoſe what St. Paul lays 
to the Romans, to whom he preach'd the Go- 
ſpel, So kave I ſtrived, ſays he, to preach the 
Goſpel, not where Chriſt was named; for 
which he gives the following Reaſon, /e/# I 
ſhould build on another's Foundation, Rom. 1 5. 
20. which he could not have ſaid, had St. Peter 
fat at Rome ſo many Ycars as the Papiſts very 
ſalſly alledge. 

We may farther obſerve, that St. Paul, in 
thoſe Epiſtles he writ after his Confinement 
at Rome, ſending Recommendations of the 
Faithful that were then in that City, makes no 
mention at all of St. Peter, which he could 
not have omitted, had he been there; which 
is the more remarkable, becauſe his ſecond E- 
piſtle to Timothy, which was vritten a little 
betore his Martyrdom, and his other likewitc to 
the Colo/ans,which was written but about four 
Years before, do neither of them take the leaſt 
notice of St. Peter in their Salutations, tho” 
they were both written at the very time when 
the Popiſh Chronologers do all place St. Peter 
at Rome. 

Nay, St. Lake farther tells us, Acts 28.21,22. 
that the Fews who liv'd at Rome at the time 
St. Paul was brought bound to that City, told 
him, They had neither received Letters out of 

udea concerning him, nor had any of the 

HBrethren that came thither ſhewn or ſpoke 

any harm of him, therefore they deſir'd 

him to tell them his Opinion of that Set?, or 
Doc- 


(37) 
Doctrine of Jeſus Chrili, which they ſaid was 
eviry where ſpoken againjt. Now who can be- 
licve, it t. Peter had been before at Rome, 
as our Advcriaries maintain, that he would 
never have inſiruted them in the Goſpel, 
which yet they declare they knew nothing of. 
But 340%, For once allowing that St. Peter 
was at Nome, and Liſhop there, and the 
Popcs to be his Succeſſors in that See; it 
will not iollow from this Argument, that 
they have any juriſdiction out of their Dio- 
cels, or any greater Privi.eczcs than the Bi- 
ſhops of other Secs, who ſucceeded the reſt 
of the Apoſtics. I have ſhewn already that 
St. Peter did not reccive any larger Com- 
miſſion from our Saviour than the other A- 
poſt es; nay, fo far were they from yielding 
him any Prchceminence, that in the Council 
of 7cruſalem, St. Fames, not St. Peter, kept 
the Chair, and preſided in that Aſſembly, and 
gave a dennitive Sentence in theſe Words, 
Wherefore my Sentence is; Which indeed 
ſounds ſomcthing like the Words of a Su- 
preme Biſhop, which yet is a Title St. Zames 
never challeng'd on this ſcore. And at An- 
tioch we find St. Perl was ſo far from ac- 
kuowledging St. Peter's Supremacy, that he 
withſtood him to the Face, becauſe he was 
fo be blam'd for his Diſſimulation. Now if 
St. Peter himſelf (on whole ſuppos'd Supre- 
macy the whole Papal Claim is grounded 
was never own'd by the College of Apoſtles, 
who beſt knew the extent of his Commiſſion 


and 
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and our Saviour's Mind, in the Character of 
Supreme; and it he deſerv'd and tantely ac- 
cepted a rebuke from an Apoſt ic of a younger 
date, what becomes of the Pope's Supremacy, 
(and Infallibility I may add, wuicn they ſome- 
times challenge upon the tame account) who 
don't pretend to any grearcr PFriviicg,cs than 
what they deriv'd from an Apoſtic, who was 
never own'd as Supreme; who never chal- 
leng'd any Place above the reſt of his Bret!.rcn, 
nor pretended to be infailibie in ali thinds. 
If we enquire into this 'litle of Supreme, 
which the Romani/ts ſo much glory in, we 
ſhall find it to have a very different Original 
from what they alledge. We do not find it 
admitted into any, not even the Romiſb Church 
it ſelf, till the time of Boniface III. in the 
ſeventh Century; which is not very much for 
the Honour of the See of Rome, this Pope 
being not only one of the worſt of the Ko- 
miſh Biſhops, but one of the worſt of Men 
that ever bd; and the Grant made to him 
by one of the greateſt Monſters. Iis true, 
Pelagius in the former Century, pretended to 
it of Divine Right, but his Notion was gc- 
ncrally then exploded; and * one of his Suc- 
ceſſors ſoon after writ a Treatiſe againſt the 
Title of Supreme, or Univerſal Biſhop, in op- 

oſition to which he contented himielf with 
the Stile of Servus Servorum Dei, and 
pronounc'd him to be Antichriſt that af. 
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Gregory the Great, 


ſumed 
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ſumed the other; which yet has been the con- 
ſtant Practicc of all his Succeſſors but one, 
ever ſince his Time: For Boniface, as I ſaid, 
wio quickly ſucceeded Gregory, obtain'd this 
Iitle trom the Emperor Phocas, who was 
an Adulterer, Parricide, and Tyrant, who 
bar barouſly murder'd his Lord and Benefactor, 
the Chriſtian Emperor Mauritius, and then 
a ended his Im7crial Thrones and the better 
to iecure himic:i in his unjuſt Uſurpations, 
agreed with u the good Father at Rome to own 
him for Hcad of the Church, if he would 
acknowlcd:c him for Emperor; which was rea- 
dily agrecd to. From the Grants of this wicked 
Emperor it is, that the Church of Rome may 
date a rect part of her Tyranny and talſc Gran- 
deur, by whoſc Donation the Pope was made 
abſolute Lord of Rome, and of thoſe Territories 
now call'd St. Peter's Patrimouy, as the Re- 
ward of hcr Iniquity. 

As for the Character of Infallibility, which 
the Prelates of Rome ſo arrogantly aſſume, it 
has been ſo often confuted by the Popes them- 
ſelves, that it is amazing now to find any Ad- 
vocates for that Doctrine. 

How often has one * Pope annuil'd and 
reſcinded all the Acts of his Predeceſſors! which 
had been moſt ridiculous and profane, had 
Infallibility been annex'd to the Papal Chair. 
How many | Popes have been depos'd by 
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Councils for Hereſies, as well as the moſt 
impious Lives and Practices, not fit to be 
mention'd in this place ; which were all moſt 
bold and nefarious Acts, it Popes cannot be 
miſtaken; nor will it leſſen the Objection to 
lodge Infallibility in their Councils, and with 
the Pope at their Head, ſucceeding Councils 
having ſo often torn the Alls of the precced- 
ing ones. Now if neither Popes nor Coun- 
cils, nor both together are Infallible, then 
what becomes of the mighty Pretenſions and 
Claims of the Romzſh Church? What grea- 
ter Advantages do they enjoy after all their 
boaſt, in explaining Scriptures, in determining 
Doubts, and preventing Hereſies, than any o- 
ther Church, if ſhe has nothing but thoſe 
ordinary Aſſiſtances which all other Churches 
enjoy in common with her? And what will 
ſhe anſwer at the Great Tribunal, for the Ha- 
vock ſhe has made, for that Waſte and Deſo- 
lation, for the many Millions of poor Souls 
ſhe has deſtroy'd for not owning her Infalli- 
ble, and ſubmitting to all her moſt impious 
Deciſions, though never ſo contrary to our 
Saviour's Decrees? 

Thus have I trac'd from the Fountain-head 
the Source of Romiſb Tyranny and Superſti- 
tion, by which we may ſee that Church has 
no Aſcendant from Chriſt over other Chriſtian 
Churches ; that it is an uſurp'd Power ſhe has 
gain d, that ſhe has miſerably deluded the World 
with her Witchcrafts, that ſhe has groſſy de- 
parted from the firſt tons of Chriſtiani- 


ty 
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ty; and that it is ſo tar therefore from being 

dangerous to leave her, that it is hardly poſ- 

ſible to be ſafe in her Communion. 
And is it ſo? Shall we then be fo mad to 

court ſuch Slavery? Shall we run into the 
fatal embraces of this Harlot, and put about 
our Necks the Chains ſhe has to many Years 
in vain labour'd to inflave us with? Shall 
our Almighty and Gracious Deliverer be at the 
expence of repeated Miracles to fave our Na- 
tion, and ſhall we our ſelves at laſt deliver it 
up? What, are we weary of Peace and Liſe, 
that we turn our own Bctrayers and Crucificrs? 
How do they deſerve to draw the Chain that 
they make and faſhion for themſelves ; pity 
it is, ſuch hardened ſtupid Wretches can't 
be miterable alone, without drawing a Na- 
tion iato the ſame Fettcrs. But for the pub- 
lick Good, we muſt labour to make theſe In- 
cendiarics happy even againſt their Wills, and 
rouze them if we can from their preſent dan- 
gerous and lethargick State. 

In order to which, I ſhall now, 


Secondly, Endeavour to remove all Obſtructi- 
ons that hinder their recovery, by conſidering 
thoſe Pretences that are urg'd by ſome, tor 
the moſt drowzy Behaviour in the midſt of 
our Dangers, and national Calamities, and by 
others, for expoſing us to theſe hazards, his 
Toke of Bonaage and ſpiritual Tyranny, that 
now ſo juſtly alarms us. 

The Pretences I ſhall lay before you at 
one Vicw, that you may the more caſily dit- 
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cetn the Weakneſs of their Plea, the bare 
mention whereof is next to a Confutation. 


I. Say ſome among us, There appears no 
Danger of Popery, tho the Pretender 
ſhould ſucceed. 

II. Others again urge, That the Church is 
in preſent Danger from Presbytery, and 
that another Revolution may help to e- 
ſtabliſh it. 

III. A Third ſort appear ſtrenuous Advo- 
cates or an Hereditary Right, which, 
they tay, is z2ndefeajtble, unalienable up- 
on any Pretence whatſoever ; and that 
therefore fuſtice ſhould be done to the 
injur d Perſon, let the Conſtquences be 
what they will that flow from it. 


To theſe 1 ſhall ſpeak directly. 

The two firſt of theſe, are Aſſertions againſt 
Matters ot Fact, and the brighteſt Demonſtra- 
tion. For, as to the firſt, 

What more evident Proof can we have in 
our preſent State, of a manifeſt Deſign to in- 
troduce Popery, than what is now before our 
Eyes? Is not a War actually begun and car- 
ricd on with the utmoſt Rage and Barbarity, 
to {ct one on the Throne, who is a declar'd 
Enemy to our Faith and Worſhip ? Will not 
the general Aſſociation of the Papiſts, the 
Army which they have rais'd amongſt Mem- 
bers of their own Communion, the mighty 
Hazard and Expence they are at, (to ſay no- 

thing 
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thing of the Zeal of the Popiſb Countries a- 
broad, who have all contributed largely to 
this Holy War) ſufficiently convince us, that 
it is Religion they fight for, that they want 
to extirpate the Northern Hereſy, that they 
long to be offering human Sacritices at Smith- 
feld again, and let the Strects run with Pro- 
Z:/tant Blood? Their Neligion, I am ſure, is 
no chang'd from what it was, and whilſt a 
Papiſt remains under the Bonds of their Com- 
munion, he muſt not, he cannot, tis impol- 
ſible for him to retain the leaſt degree of 
Humanity or Good-Naturc, to ſuch as arc of 
a contrary Perſuaſion. Let them diſguiſe their 
Natures how they will when the Laws are 
againſt them, put the Sword into their Hands, 
and all the Charms of Complaiſance, with 
which they ſo delude and betray the unwary, 
will quickly diſappear, and wicid to the black- 
eſt Impulſe, which that ficry Dæmon that ac- 
tuatcs their Religion, is able to ſuggeſt. 
What Promiles ot Liberty and Freedom in 
Religion had the Nation formerly from the 
Popiſh Queen Mary ? how many again trom 
that unhappy Prince King Fames ? and yer 
how ſoon were thoſe Engagements all broke 
thro' and the Nation left to bemoan their Fol- 
ly, for bringing on themſelves a Scourge, which 
they mig; ht once have prevented: And no 
doubt the Pretender will be as liberal of his 
Promiſes, and as frce of his Oaths too, if we 
demand it; but what is all this from a Perſon 
whoſe Religion deſpiſes all Oaths, and who 
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would value himſelf rather from his repeated 
Perjuries, place every fa\ſe Oath on the Score 
of Merit, for having deluded poor {imple He- 
riticks by that means, and brought ſuch Ma- 
lefactors to Gibbets and Halters, who by their 
Law are adjudged the worlt of Traytors and 
Villains ? 

A Murdercr, Parricide, or inceſtuous Per- 
ſon, is, in thcir eſteem, much more pardona- 
ble than an Heretick, againſt whom they think 
it not the leaſt Crime, to uſe any Tricks or 
Arts, the vilcſt Couſcnage, Diſſimulation or 
Perjury, to betrary him. 

Thus in the Times of the Reformation in 
France, one of the moſt accurſed Stratagems 
was contriv'd to cut off all the Proteſtants at 
once, under the colour of Friendſhip and 
Hoſpitality ; nay the better to accompliſh their 
black Deſign, a Marriage was concluded be- 
tween a Daughtcr of France, a rigid Papiſt, 
and the Protcſtant Prince of Navarre, the 
better to diſguiſe their Villany, and draw the 
greateſt Aſſembly of them together: when, 
O! unhcard of Trcachery! in the midſt of 
Feſtivals and Rejoicings, there was a Maſſacre 
of Sixty thouſand poor Proteſtants of al! forts, 
without reſpect to Age, to Sex, or to Relati- 
on. The King himic.t was ſo far from re- 


lenting after this bioody Fact, (to obſtinately 


blind is Popiſh Bizotry and Zeal) as to boaſt 
of this inhuman Cruelty, and to value him- 
ſeit for his conſummate Diſſimulation: But 
what moſt ot all ſhews the Spirit of that Re- 
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ligion, and that it was no Vice, or perſonal 
In:irmity in the King, but the pure Dictates 
of the bloody Principles he had tuck'd from 
his Mother Churca, is, that the Pope was ſo 
well pleaſed with his Conduct, as to appoint 
a ſubiſee in honour of it, to celebrate with the 
utmoſt Joy and Indulgences ſo meritorious a 
Work, and ſuch glorious Atchievements as the 
Slaughter ot Hercticks. 

If then there can be no Security from that 
Religion, no Pledge or Faith ſtrong enough to 


bind the Conſcience of a Papiſt, never let us 


blind ourſelves with hopes of Impunity, or 
vainly imagine he dare guard our Religion, 


that is bound upon pain of Damnation to uſe 


all imaginable Arts to deſtroy it. Whilſt there 
is a Pope living to ſet the World on fire, we 
muſt always expect ſuch kind of Treatment, 
or be ſerved perhaps like the Albigenſes of old, 
who were ſcorched in the Caves they retired 
to from the heat of Perſecution, to the num- 
ber of Three Thouſand at once, amongſt whom 
were four hundred Infants found ſmothered 
in their Cradles, or in the Arms of their dead 
Mothers; which barbarous Fact, (the bare re- 
port whereof ſo ſhocks and offends a tender 
Ear) was highly applauded by the Roman Pon- 
tiff, that devouring Abaddon. 


II. Others there are that plead the preſent 
Danger of the Church from Presbytery, 
and that a Revolution may poſſibly ſecure 
her from all Attacks on that ſide. 


But 
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But alaſs! what Frenzy is this! on what ſide 
is our Church attack d? Is our Liturgy rifled, 
or in the leaſt defaced? Arc the Articles of 
our Church demoliſhed, or in any danger of 
Ruin? Or is our excellent Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment of the Church by Eiſhops any way 
invaded, or ſo much as threatned by the L egit- 
lature? Let the moſt invcterate Encmics of 
our Sovercign lay if they can, What Branch of 
Liberty is deſtroy d or endanger'd, whote Pro- 
perty is touch'd, or whoſe Juridiclion (oft. rs 
the leaſt Incroachment ? How ca- cr: rather 
docs our good King embrace all occaiious of 
promoting the Intcrcſt of our Church? In 
what powerful and affectionate Terms has he 
recommended to the Parliament the Care of 
the Fifty new Churches, the better to reicue 
the ſacred Order of the Clergy from one of the 
grcarcſt Misfortunes that can attend their Func- 
tion, I mcan Poverty and Contempt? With 
what a noble Preſent has he cnrich'd one of our 
Fountains of Learning, and aſſured them it 
was only an Earneſt of a more Royal Munifi- 
cence? What frequent and ſtrong Aſſurances 
has he given us of his Protection, and confirm'd 
thoſe Engagements by his joining in conſtant 
Communion with our Church? In * what 
moving Strains docs he bemoan and weep al- 
moſt over the Ingratitude of thoſe who dare 
ſuſpe& his Temper of the leaſt Deſigns againſt 
her Peace: his Tempcr, I ſay, who was always 
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* See the King's laſt Speech to the Parliament. 
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remarkable for Fidelity to his Promiſes, who 


has not by any act or tendency that way, given | 
us the leaſt Jealouſy to ſuſpect his Truth; which 


if we may believe the Tcitimony of all con- 
ccrning him, he has always kept Sacred and In- 
violate, without ever attempting the leaſt Rights 
of any, which is the more remarkable in a 
Prince, whoſe Will might have always paſs'd tor 
the ſupreme Law of his own Country. 

But tor once, ſuppoling the Church to be in 
danger from Presbytery (which yet I thank 
God there is notthe lcaſt Appearance of, nor the 
leaſt Cloud to portend ſucii a Storm) is Popery 
a proper mcans to deliver, us from ſuch ſtraits ? 
This is like kiling ourſelves for fear of a Diſ- 


temper, blowing up the Houſe to avoid Plun— 


der, giving up all for fear we ſhould loſe a part, 
ſacrificing Soul and Body, Fortunc and Eſtate, 
our whole Church and Conſtitution all at once, 
for fear wc ſhould be attack'd we know not 
when, by ſome body we don't know whom, and 
ſo loſe part of what we have. 

This is all an imaginary, or rather artful and 
pretended Fear, meer Duſt rais d by deligning 
Men to blind their Followers, and keep them 
from diſcerning the real Danger both Church 
and State are in from their treaſonable Prac- 


| tices. But it (ſerves the purpoſes of Rebellion, 


to cry up our danger from Presbytery, in hopes 
thereby to divert our Thoughts from the rcal 
Dangers we are in from eme. It is part of 


the Plot, to amuſe and diſtract Mens Minds 


with Ghoſts and Spectres of their own railing, 
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to imprint frightful Images of his Majeſty, the 
better to alienate their Hearts from their law ful 
Governours. 

But I hope God will at laſt open their Eyes, 
and ſhew them the wicked Deſigns of their 
Leaders, and bring them to Repentance, who 
by Calumny and Aſperſions, are the Authors 
of Scdition. - | 

But, for Argument-ſake, let us for once ſup- 
pole ourſelves in danger from Presbytery, who 
ever recommended Rebellion as a proper Cure 
for ſuch Miſchiefs? Is not this doing Evil, and. 
the worſt of Evils too, under a mad Pretence 
that Good may come of it ? But what a ditmal 
Penalty is annexed to ſuch Undertakings ! 
their Damnation who act thus is juſt, lays the 
Apoſtle; Rom. 3. 8. 

If we conſult the Doctrine of our Church, 
we ſhall find that, I'm ſure, ſtrictly forbidding 
ſuch Practices on any pretencę; and if we ſet 
up for Churchmen, we muſt be govern'd by 
her Rules, by her Articles, by her Homilies, 
by her Liturgy, all which plainly forbid her 
Diſciples the leaſt Thought or Tendency to 
Rebellion. Theſe are the Marks to know true 
Churchmen by, by a ſtrict Conformity to her 
Orders, by ſinccre Loyalty, by Peaccableneſs 
and Submiſlion, and a religious Obſervance of 
Oaths and Abjurations, not by weakning the 
Government, abuſing his Majeſty, aſperſing the 
Miniſtry, and juſtifying Rebels, whom it any 
pretence of Want, Hardſhips, or ill Circum- 
ſtances may excuſe, the ſame Apology may 


ſerve 
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ſerve for Highwaymen and Robbers, who may 


all with equal rcaſon plead Neceſlity for their 
Actions. 


III. In reply to part of this Charge, others 
there are that plead an indefeaſivle and 
unalienable Right of Inheritance not to be 
interrupted on any pretence, and that 
Fuſtice muſt be done without regard to 
Conſequences. 

But in anſwer to this, how can any of us be 
aſſurd that the Pretender has any ſuch Claim 
or Right of Inheritance, if we ſhould allow 
this Title to be indefeaſible? It is not with- 
out very great reaſon we entertain Suſpicions 
of his Legitimacy. There are ſo many ma- 
terial Circumſtances, all concurring to over- 
throw his Pretenſions that way, that we have 
reaſon enough to reject his Title were it 0- 
therwiſe never ſo ſtrong upon this very ac- 
count. It is very remarkable what Art there 
was uſcd in the right timing and contrivance 
of that Birth ; that the Papiſts long betore pre- 
tended to Aſſurances of a Son by Revclations 
from Heaven, as the effe& of a Vow made to 
the Lady at Loretto. Now who that knows 
the whole Story of Loretto, to be a moſt vile 
Impoſture of the Popes, to draw Votaries thi- 
ther and aggrandize their See, can imagine 
that God ſhould evet work Miracles, in favour 
of ſuch a Cheat ? But the Jeſuits might well 
foretel it wou'd be a Son, becauſe they were 
rcfoly'd to have one ready for that purpoſe. 

5 | Nor 
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Nor ought we to reject theſe Suſpicions for 
any pretended Abſurdity in them, ſince this 
was not the firſt Cheat of this kind that has been 
offer'd to the Nation. The Reign of Henry VII. 
we know was plagued with two * notorious 
Impoſtors, both pretending to be Sons of Ed- 
ward IV. and the Popiſh Queen Mary wou'd 
have put the ſame Trick upon the Nation, but 
that her Husband oppos'd it for the ſake of 
his Spaniſh Dominions, which he wou'd not 
have ruled by an Impoſtor ; ſo that we have no 
rcaſon to reject this Opinion for any Abſurdity 
in it, or Impracticableneſs of the Scheme. 

And now how can we be afſur'd that the Caſe 
may not be the ſame at this time, or that this 
grand Rebellion may not be carried on to fa- 
your juſt ſuch another Impoſtor ? Whatever the 
real Truth may be, tis impoſſible for us in our 
Circumſtances, and at this diſtance of Time, to 
be aſſur' d of the contrary, or to have any bet- 
ter Evidence of the Pretender's Legitimacy, 
than from the Oaths and Affirmations of Pa- 
piſts, who would all readily forſwear them- 
ſelves ten thouſand times upon a much leſs oc- 
caſion for the ſake of their Church. 

But leaving theſe Speculations, which have no 
Certainty on either ſide; I ſhall now proceed 
to ſhew, that even ſuppoſing his Legitimacy, 
the Doctrine of indefeaſible and unalienable 
Right, on which his Claim is grounded, has 


neither Scripture on its ſide, nor the Laws of 
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our own Country, nor the Practice of any 
Nation throughout the CHriſtian World to ſup- 
port it; and if this can be made out, I hope 
we ſhall not go on to imbrue our Hands in 
one another's Blood, for the ſake of a Title 
ſo juſtly forfeited. 

In order to which, it mayn't be improper 
to examine a while the Right of Primogeniture, 
on which the Divine Right of Inheritance de- 
pends, and (ce how that has been treated by 
God Almighty: And here, if we tracc the 
Scriptures from the very beginning of the 
Creation, we ſhall find the Firſt-Born fre- 
quently laid aſide by God Almighty both in 
Spirituals and Temporals, to make way for 
the Younger. Thus we find in the Infancy 
of Nature, that God had Reſpect to Abel be- 
fore his elder Brother Cain. Thus Seth again, 
tho' Cam's younger Brother, was ſo far the 
Fayourite of God, as to have the Succeſſion 
of the Church run in his Line, without regard 
to his elder Brother and his Poſterity. The 
like Inſtance we have again in Sher, who had 
the Precedency allotted by God before his el- 
der Brother Fapher, for hem had the Honour 
to be Patriarch of the National Church of the 
Hebrews, ſo much favour'd and honour'd by 
God himſelf, | 

The ſame Advantage of Dignity and Pre- 
heminence had the great Patriarch Abraham 
before Nahor and Haran, Jacob before * 
and Ephraim before Manaſſeh; tho Abra: 
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ham, Facob and Ephraim were all younger 
Brethren. 

And as it was thus in the Patriarchal State, 
ſo we ſhall find the ſame practisd by God in 
the Royal Line, and that the Indefeaſiblen cſs 
of Hercditary Right, (by which is mcant that 
the Succeſſion of the ncxt in Blood, is on ao 
pretence to be interrupted, as being founded 
on Divine Right) is by no means agrecable to 
. the Mind of God in the Scriptures ; where we 
are ſo far from having any expreſs Command 
to ſupport their Opinion, that we have trequent 
Inſtances of the contrary, I mean of the Re- 
jection of the next in Blood, to ſet others on 
the Throne that had not a Drop of Royal 
Blood to ſupport their Pretenſions; and this, 
not thro' the Permiſſion only, but expreſs 
Command of God himſelf, to let us tce what 
little value he ſets on Primogeniture, where 
more Divine Qualifications are wanting. 

I ſhall give a few Inſtances to confirm this 
Truth. And here we find a very remarkable 
one juſt after the Eſtabliſhment of the Regal 
State amongſt the Fews ; for Saul, who was the 
firſt King of the Fews, being dead, David ſuc- 
ceeded him in the Throne, and by the Appoint- 
ment of God himſelf, tho Saul had two Sons 
living, Iſbboſbeth and Mephiboſheth,that had the 
Hercditary Right; and this is. the more re- 
markable, becauſe David was not ſo much as 
of the Royal Stock, had no Relation by Birth 
to Saul's Family at all, and was beſides the 
Youngeſt of all his Brethren, when God choſe 
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| and had him anointed King; ſo little was Pri- 
| mogeniture and Hereditaty Right thought of 
in thoſc Days ; which ſuffered likewiſe another 
Interruption in the next Reign, for upon the 
Death of David, we find Solomon. in his 
Throne, tho Adonijzah was next in Blood: 
yet witiout any regard to this, Solomon only 
promiſes him Favour and Acceptance, upon 
Condition of his Faithifulneſs: It he will ſhew 
himſelf a worthy Man, ſays Solomon, There 
ſhall not a Hair of him fall on the Earth; 
but if Wickedneſs ſhall be found in him, he 
ſhall die; 1 Kings 1. 52. And accordingly we 
find that when Adonijah, upon pretence of his 
Birthright, aſpired to the Crown, Salomon 
(who was the wiſeſt of Men, and at that time a 
- peculiar Favourite of God's) made no ſcruple 
| to * put him to death, tho he was his elder 
Brother; nor did he ever receive the leaſt Re- 
| buke from God by any of his Prophets for 
this part of his Conduct. 
King Fehu is another memorable Inſtance of 
the ſame kind, who ſucceeded Fehoram, by 
| the expreſs Order of God himſelt, tho he was 
1 not at all of the Royal Family; nay, tho there 
| were 70 of the Royal Line, all living at that 
| time, 2 Kings 10. 1. 
| It were calſy to collect many other Proofs — 
| from Scripturc, but theſe arc ſufficient to let 
| 


us ſee that the Doctrine of Indefeaſible Heredi- 
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tary Right is a new Invention of ſome mo- 
dern Caſuiſts, no ways agreeable to the Mind 
of God, or his Methods of governing, recorded 
in the Scriptures. 
And as this Notion of Divine Hereditary 
Right is not at all ſupported by Scripture, ſo 
if we look abroad, we ſhall find it has not the 
Practice of any Nation on its ſide ; and it wou'd 
be ſtrange if ours ſhould be the only Country 
that has not liberty to ſecure itlelf. 
The Empire and Poland, we know, are e- 
lective Crowns: Portugal has in our Age ſhook 
off the Dominion of Spain, and ſettled the 
Crown on a Native of their own. Denmark 
and Sweden exclude all Papiſts; other Coun- 
tries except all Proteſtants; and France, by 
their Salique Law, ſhut out all Females from 
Government; by which tis plain, tho they 
preach up indefeaſible Right to us, and by vir- 
tue of that Title would obtrude a Pretender on 
us, yet they won't admit that Title among 
themſelves; for if that were a ſtanding Law 3 
among them, France has had nothing but U- b 
ſurpers for above 300 Years. F 
If we examine into the Practice of our own 
Country, we ſhall find this Notion as much 
exploded amongſt ourſelves, and the Doctrine 
of Indefeaſible Hereditary Right as little ob- 
ſerved as in any other Place. If we begin with 
the very firſt Foundation of the Engliſb Mo- 
narchy under Egbert, we ſhall find he obtain'd 
his univerſal Empire over the other Princes of 


the Land by a Revolution, not ſo glorious as 
that 
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that of our late Glorious Deliverer, which yet 
too many amongſt us, with the moſt indecent 
Freedom and baſe Ingratitude inveigh againſt. 

Edward the Confeſſor, from whom we de- 
rive ſo many wholeſome Laws, took poſſeſſion 
of the Crown, whilſt another was living that 
had the Hereditary Right ; yet the extraordinary 
Privilege he reccived from Heaven of curin 
with a Touch, which none of his Predeceſſors 
ever enjoy'd, looks like a Mark of divine Ap- 
probation, and that he was not cſteemed a 
wicked Uſurper in the eſteem of God, tho' our 
modern Notions account him ſuch. 

His Succeſſor again had much leſs pretence 
to the Crown. William the Conqueror, who 
next ſucceeded, invaded the Nation by virtue 
only of a Grant from Edward the Confeſſor, 
who had no Hercditary Right for himſelf, 
and who could not then make a very good 
Title that way for another; and after the Con- 
queror's Deceaſe, his two younger Sons ſuc- 
ceeded, while the eldeſt was living that had the 
Right of Inheritance. 

It would be tedious to enumerate all the 
Inſtances of this Kind; I ſhall chuſe therefore 
to pals over the Reigns of other Princes, againſt 


many of whom there lies the ſame Objection, 


to the times of the Popiſb Queen Mary, and 
that glorious Princeſs Eligabeth, whole Reigns 
I cannot pals over without this Remark, That 
both thoſe Princeſſes could never, it's certain, 
ſucceed by a fair Right of Inheritance; yet 
what Confuſion ſhould we be in, were the Ti- 


tle 
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tle of the Proteſtant Queen, that great Patro- 
neſs of the Reformation, to be overthrown 
under this pretence, to whoſe Pious Care and 
Nurture both Church and State are ſo much 
indebted for their preſent Growth and greateſt 
Improvements, for moſt excellent Laws to 
ſupport them, and ſome of the moſt valuable 
Bleſſings of our preſent Conſtitution. 

Iſhall not deſcend lower to Times ſo well 
known ; only in general here remark, that from 
the firſt Eſtabliſhment of the Eng/iſh Monarchy 
under Egbert, we have had no leſs than 18 or 
19 Sovercigns, that have reign'd without the 
Title of Hereditary Right. 

As this Hypotheſis therefore appears contrary 
to Scripture, and to the Practice of our own 
and all other Nations; ſo tis abſurd to ſay ſuch 
a Right is indefeaſible, and that no Parliament 
can ſuperſede it; ſince it is plain that this is a 
Power which has not only been aſſumed by all 
Parliaments, but ſuch as has been acknowledg'd 
by our Sovereigns themſelves, who have gene- 
rally thought that Title moſt firm which they 
have eſtabliſh- d ; and this I could prove by many 
undeniable Teſtimonies, were it proper to en- 
large any farther in this place. 

But this may perhaps ſatisfy ſome of the 
diſcontented amongſt us, that Qucen ANNE 
herſelf did believe a Parliament could ſuperſede 
an Hereditary Right, by her paſſing over ſo 
many of the next Heirs in Blood, to ſettle the 
Succeſſion in the Illuftrious Houle of his pre- 
ſent Maj . 


But 
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But this alone may ſerve to overthrow the 
wild Hypotheſis of the Indefeaſibleneſs of He- 
reditary Right, or that the next in Blood muſt 
in no caſe be laid aſide; that if this Doctrine 
ſhould prevail, it muſt put our own and every 
Nation in the World into Pangs and Convul- 


ſions: There have been ſo many Turns and 


Revolutions in all States, and we mult run fo 
many Ages back to enquire iuto the Original 
of every Government, to cxamine who thoſe 
Princes were that have had Hereditary Right 
on their ſide, and by virtue of that, a Power 
to make Laws, that by this method we ſhou'd 
fall into the wildeſt Labyrinths and Confuſions; 
we muſt on theſe Terms lay aſide our Law, 
burn all our beſt Ads of Parliament, and ſink 
into ſuch diſorder as wou'd Icave every Man at 
liberty to become his own Legiilator ; for ac- 
cording to this Notion, tis all Ulurpation with- 


out Hereditary Right, and the Laws made in 


the time of ſuch Uſurpers of no force, which 
wou'd render the greateſt part of our Body of 
Laws inſignificant, as being made in the Reign 
of ſuch Princes, who for want of Hereditary 
Right, were not able to give them any Life or 
Sanction. If to avoid theſe Miſchiefs they ſhall 
own ſuch Laws as are binding when they have 
obtain d a general Conſent, tho they were not 
at firſt juſtly enacted, according to that known 
Rule, quod fieri non debet, fattum valet ; then 
it follows from their own Confeſſion, that 
thoſe Laws arc equally binding that have ex- 


cluded the Pretender and all Papiſts ; and ſo 


there's an end of all his Pretenſions, and thoſe 
of his Communion. [ From 
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From the whole we may eaſily form a plain 
Anſwer to that inſolent Queſtion, which is ſo 
often preſs d upon us, By what Authority do we 
preclude Hereditary Right? To which, tho' we 
might fairly enough reply with another Que- 


ſtion full as pertinent and weighty, By what 


Law are we forbid to do it? Where are 
the Laws, cither Divine or Human, that de- 
clare it unjuſt, upon any Pretence whatſoever, 
to exclude the next in Blood from Govern- 
ing? And this is the more material Enquiry, be- 
. caule if there be no Law againſt it, where is 
the harm of doing what is no where forbidden, 
eſpecially when the Publick Good, and the 
Weltare of whole Nations require it? T ho' this, 
I ſay, might well paſs for a full Anſwer to 
their Demand, yet we are able to give them a 
more poſitive and direct Reply, and to produce 
very good Laws to juſtity our Practice. 

And here, 1. We lay we are cmpowered to 
do ſo by the Law and Uſage of Parliaments, 


which is the beſt and higheſt Law of the Na- 


tion. 2. We act by the Law of Nations, which 
is reckon'd of all the moſt Juſt and Equitable, 
.as being grounded upon the higheſt Reaſon, all 
Nations agrecing in the ſame Practice with our 
ſelves. 3. We arc ſupportcd in it by the Law 
of Nature, which allows all Communities to 
ſecure themſelves, by excluding thoſe from any 
ſhare of Government, whole Principles lead 
them to abuſe their Power to the Deſtruction of 

a2 Peœople, for whoſe Safety and Protection ſuch 
Power was at firſt intended. 4. We have the 
Law ot the Natiog on our lide, ſeveral Acts of 
Par - 
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Parliament which have expreſſly excluded the 
Pretender by Name: And to crown all, we 
have the Practice of God for our Encourage- 
ment, who has been ſo far from allowing ſuch 
Rights of Primogeniture as the Patrons of this 
Doctrine challenge, that we figd him very fre- 
quently rejecting the Firſt-born, to make way 
for the Younger, and caſting off the whole 
Race of a Royal Family at once, to advance a 
Stranger to the Throne : And in the New 
Teſtament we have both the Precept and Prac- 
tice of Chriſt himſelf in our favour, who was 
firſt at the expence of a Miracle to expreſs his 
Obedience by paying Tribute to one who had 
no manner of Hereditary Right, Mat. 17. 27. 
And after that again he ordered Tribute to be 
paid to Cæſar, only from ſeeing his Image and 
Super ſcription on the Coin, Mat. 22. 20. with- 
out ever enquiring whoſe Son he was, or whe— 
ther he had any Hereditary Right ; nay, tho' 
he knew, by virtue of his Omniſcience, that he 
had no ſuch Right at all. And laſtly, we have 
the expreſs Doctrine of his Apoſtle on our ſide, 
who enjoin'd Submiſſion on pain of Damnation 
to an Emperor, who acquired his Dominion 
by moſt unjuſtifiable Methods, without pre- 
tending to the Right of Inheritance. 

Having thus plainly ſhewn, that the'next in 
Blood may be fairly laid aſide; that it has been 
frequently practis d in all Ages, and in all Coun- 
tries; that our Parliaments have very often ſu- 
perſeded ſuch a Right; that it is highly juſt and 
reaſonable in ſome Caſes to do ſo, and without 
the leaſt ill Conſequence on the other ſide, 


12 ſince 


. 
ſince it is never done without manifeſt Neceſſi- 
ty, when the publick Good and Welfare of a 
Nation require it; and farther, that it is not 
contrary to any Law of God, but rather moſt 
agrecable to the Mind and Practice of God 


in the Scriptures: it neceſſarily follows, that a 


Parliamentary Right and Title to the Crown, 
is the beſt and moſt indiſputable that can be, 
and that conſequently no Prince ever had a 
better Right and Title than our preſent moſt 
gracious Sovereign King GEORGE, who 
is ſet over us by ſeveral Acts of Parliament 
made in two different Reigns, confirm'd at diffe- 
rent Times, after the moſt. mature Dclibcration, 
by the whole Legiſlature, and by all the ſeveral 
Parties amongſt us, who have all happily uni- 
ted, notwithſtanding their Party-Heats and 
Qi:arrcls, in ſettling the Succcſlion in the 
Houſe of his preſent Majeſty, who has this fur- 


ther to recommend him, that he is the firſt Pra 


teſe aut cir to the Crown, and that he has the 


Blood of the Plantagenets and Stuart, thoſe 


Royal Familics of Eg land, united in his Veins, 
the better to confirm his Title, and endear him 
to our Nation. 

With what Scorn ſhou'd we now reject that 
flaviih Doctrine of Indefeaſible Hereditary 
Right, which ſome Men labour to impoſe up- 
on us, which would have depriv'd us of the 
Bleſſing of his Reign, and not only with peace- 
able but thankful Minds bleſs God for the hap- 
py Conſtitution we enjoy, that ſtudies the pub- 
lick Peace and Quiet of us all, by enacting ſuch 


_ wholeſome Laws as may keep out Idolaters, 


Tyrants 


. 
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Tyrants and Oppreſſors, and ſecure to a Nation 
the free Enjoyment of their Religion, Liberty 
and Eſtates ? 

Having by this time, I hope, fully convinc'd 
you that King GEORGE is our Rightful 
and Lawful King, and that he is ſtill more ſo 
on the ſcore of Intereſt, Gratitude and Oaths, 
what follows but this plain and undeniable Con- 
ſequence, that we approve ourſelves his true, 
faithful and moſt obedicnt Subjects, and avoid 
Reſiſtance as we wou'd Damnation, which is 
the conſequence of it, Rom. 13. 2. 

It is not therefore altogether for a Worldly 
Good, tho' this alone carries ſtrong Motives 
with it, but for your Soul's Sake I am thus 
preſſing with you, which can hardly eſcape 
the Flames ot Hell, I'm ſure not without a 
moſt ſevere Repentance, ſhou'd you ever be fo 
unhappy to bear a ſhare in this Rebellion. 
Remember in this Caſe there is no ſhelter, no 
excuſe for Trcachery, ſince we arc now bleſt 
with a King, that is ſo far from violating our 
Laws, depriving us of our Worſhip, or dc- 
frauding any Man of his Rights, which are 
Arguments made uſe of to reſiſt Tyrants and 
Oppreſſors, who break thro' all Ingagements 
to inſlave a Nation; I ſay, our Good King is 
ſo far from this, that we arc ſurc to have in 
Him a common Father, Patron and Benctac- 
tor, a Protector of our Rights, and true De- 


fender of our Holy Faith. One that is fo 


tender of the Privileges of his People, that he 
refuſes even to make uſe of poſitive Laws 
| in 
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in. * his favour, without the expreſs Conſent 
of thoſe whoſe former Privileges ſeem invas 
ded by it. To reſiſt in ſuch a caſe is a moſt ag- 
gravated Guilt, it is no leſs than ſpurning at 
the Bleſſings of Heaven, flying in the Face of 
God for his Mercies, and rejecting with Scorn 
the greateſt National Bleſſing a People can enjoy. 

Let ſuch eſpecially beware who have height- 
ned their natural Obligations to Allegiance by 


frequent Oaths and Abjurations, who have not 


only abjur'd the Pretender, but ſworn beſides 
to Maintain and Defend his preſent Majeſty 
and the Proteſtant Succeſſion to the beſt of 
their Power. Let them carefully beware how 


they add Perjury, that moſt damnable Sin, to 


their other Crimes, which they certainly com- 
mit, not only by open Rebellion, but by tra- 
ducing, libelling, and vilifying his Majeſty's 
Government and Adminiſtration, which is but 
a very odd way of defending the Government 
which they have Sworn to protect. 

| Thoſe whom want of Places and Employ- 


ments enrage, (and from ſuch Men chiefly we 


derive molt of our publick Calamities) wou'd 
do well to conſider the great Advantages they 
enjoy in common from the Bleſſings of a Pub- 
lick and National Peace, or whether for the 
ſake of a little Eminence and Diſtinction in 
the State, it be worth while to lay their Coun- 
try in Aſhes, or to give their own Souls for 


—_ 


* VJ. His Maj-fly's Meſſ1ge to the Parliament, for leave to ap- 
, prehend ſome of their Members, ibo an expreſs Law made juſt before 


bad impower'd him to apprehend all that he had reaſon to think were 


conſpiring againſt his Government; vid. Acts of the laſt Seſſion. 
| thoſe 
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thoſe. gilded Trifles they ſo cagerly purſuc. 
Turns in the Miniſtry have been frequent in all 
Rceigns, and tis ſtrange to find that objected as 
unpardonable in this, "which ſeems the reſult of 
uſtice and Gratitude, which was ſo often prac- 
tis'd in the laſt Reign by virtue only of Power 
and Prerogative, yet without the leaſt appearance 
of Rebellion trom the Party that was laid aſide. 
If the Mistortunes of ſome Friends engag'd 
in this wretched Cauſe, on whom perhaps all 
their own Hopes have depended, irritate any a- 
gainſt the Government'; let them ſeriouſly 
conſider in their Reſcntments, that there is no 


Friend ſo dear as one's Country, no Prefect > 


ment like God's Favour, which can never be 
obtain'd without Peaceableneſs and Submiſ- 
ſion. The Rewards of another World will 
largely compenſate our greateſt Diſappoint- 
ments in this, and we ſhall think ourſelves am- 
ply requited, it for Peaceableneſs and Loyalty, 
tho' cover'd only with Rags, we may hereafter 
be allow'd to enter into the Joy of our Lord. 
To Conclude : 

Let me carneſtly beſeech you all zn the Bow: 
els of Chrift, for the Honour of our Holy Re- 
ligion, which has already been too long ſtain'd 
by our national Perjuries and Perfidiouſneſs, 
and particularly for the Credit and Intereſt of 
the Church of England, which has been deeply 
wounded by the Diſloyalty of ſome of her Re- 
bellious Children, that you unite in the Com- 
mon Cauſe of your Religion and Country, and 
ſo endeavour to retricye the loſt Honour of our 
Church, which was never clouded in this man- 
ner before. 5 Let 
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Let not the Blood of your own Countrymen 


be ever laid to your Treaſon and Diſloyalty; * . 


nor content yourſelves. ſleepily to ſtand by 
whilſt the Nation is on fire; without offering 
a charitable Hand to extinguiſh the Flames. 

'Tis a Crime now. to be neuter; this is the 
Seaſon to exert our Loyalty in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions to the utmoſt of our Abilitics, by Ads 
of Magiſtracy from ſome, by the Arms Con- 
duct Courage and Wealth of others, by the 
Advice Councils or Reproots, by the Pray ers 
and Admonitions of us all. To make which 
effectual, 

Let us humble ourſelves in the ſight of God 
for our private, as well as publick and national 
Provocations. Let us with the moſt fervent 
Deyotion pray the God of Mercy to be recon- 
gil d to us; that he would protect our Gracious 
Sovereign King GEORGE from all open 
Plots, and ſecret Conſpiracies; that he wou d 
make his Arms proſper, and give him a long 
and happy Reign, over an obedient and grate- 
ful People. Let us carhcſtly intreat him to heal 
all our unhappy Diviſions, and unite us more 
firmly to one another with the ſoft Bands of 
Peace and Love, that ſo when we depart this 
Life, we may be in a condition fit to inherit that 
Kingdom above, which is free from Faction and 
Strife, where nothing but Peace and Love in- 
habit; a Place Which to our comfort can never 
be imbitter'd with Care and Uncaſineſs, and 


that will feaſt us with inceſſant Pleaſures at 
God's Riges Hand for evermore. 


